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Cameroon 


Opposition Leader Wounded in Clash With Security 


AB2 208074591 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 21 Aug Yl 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has been yet more trouble in Cameroon 
where the opposition and the government are still at 
loggerheads over President Biya’s refusal to give an inch 
over the holding of a national conference. This ume. 
there were clashes between opposition supporters and 
security torces outside the western town of Bafoussam. 
and an opposition leader was reportedly injured. On the 
line to Cameroon. Rachel Rawlings asked Vincent Sass 
what. according to his information, had happened. 


{Begin recording] [Sass] This morning. the second most 
important leader of the opposition. Mr. John Fru Ndi of 
the Social Democratic Front, went down from Bamenda 
with a lot of people to Bafoussam to organize a public 
meeting. He was stopped at the entrance of Bafoussam 
where soldiers started firing tear gas and apparently also 
rubber bullets. At least. that 1s what 1s supposed to have 
wounded Mr. Fru Ndi at his ankle. It would be the first 
time that they used rubber bullets. 


{Rawlings} So Mr. Fru Ndi has actually been injured during 
this clash. Has anyone else been injured. do we know” 


[Sass] Yes. One man was hit by a tear gas grenade and 
has been taken to a hospital in a nearby town and he is 
seriously injured at his eve. 


[Rawlings] And do we know how many people were 
involved in this clash? 


[Sass] Well | would say hundreds, but the population 
tells me that there were thousands. Now as usual, there 1s 
a great difficulty of numbering the people. but I will just 
say a large group of people. 


[Rawlings] Now. what is the atmosphere like in 
Bafoussam itself at the moment? 


[Sass] I must say it 1s very tense. Some cars have been 
destroyed. it was reported, but at the moment everybody 
has gone back into their houses and it 1s once more a 
ghost town. Bafoussam is since nine weeks in a general 
strike for the convening of a national conference on 
political reforms, refused by President Biya. 


[Rawlings] And do we know what the opposition plans to 
do about this latest incident? 


[Sass] Well there is one other party which has now 
planned an emergency sort of rally tomorrow to be held 
tomorrow in Bafoussam. That is the only reaction that I 
have for the moment. 
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[Rawlings] And do we know where Mr. Fru Ndi ts 
himself” 


[Sass] Yes. He went back to Bamenda, but I have not yet 
been able to contact him there. [end record:ng] 


Chad 


Border Official Visits Cameroon, Returns 


4B2108113591 Ndjamena RNT Radto in French 
1900 GMT 18 Aug Yl 


[Text] Yacoub Mahamat Ourata. Logone Occidental 
regional prefect. returned to Moundou early this after- 
noon after a 72-hour courtesy visit to Tchollire and Rey 
Bouba in the Cameroonian Mayo Rey Prefecture. The 
visit enabled the Cameroonian and Chadian delegations 
to pave the way for strengthening relations between the 
two prefectures. Correspondent Chari Ngadi Madi 
reports from Moundou: 


| Begin recording] Chadians and Cameroonians parted in 
a good mood yesterday after that courtesy visit. The 
Cameroonian side did not fail to commend the Logone 
Occidental prefect for initiating the visit. which 1s a true 
starting point for fruitful cooperation. Concerning secu- 
rity problems between the two countries, Jean Nana, the 
Mayo Rey regional prefect. clearly expressed his coun- 
try’s stand by stating this: We do not support such acts: 
we hope that this visit will help evolve a common 
Strategy to track down those who disrupt security at our 
border. he stated. 


In the economic sector, relations between both countries 
will be mainly based on commercial activities as both 
countries belong to the Customs and Economic Union of 
Central Africa, UDEAC, whose main objective 1s free 
movement of people and goods provided that a number 
of regulations are respected. We are prepared to coop- 
erate with you to enforce those regulations for greater 
efficiency but in a spirit of honesty, Mayo Rey Prefect 
Jean Nana said. 


Similar views were also expressed by His Majesty 
Abdoulaye Amadou Bouba, traditional ruler of Rey 
Bouba. who strongly hoped that the Logone Ocr idental 
prefect’s visit would not be the last one. 


For his part. Yacoub Mahamat Ourata, the Logone 
Occidental prefect. expressed his gratitude for the fra- 
ternal and warm reception accorded him, and tnvited 
His Majesty the chief of Rey Bouba to visit Logone 
Occidental to further strengthen the bonds of friendship. 
fraternity, and good neighborliness that have always 
existed between the two countries. [end recording] 
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Congo 


Party Demands ‘Censorship Vlotion’ on Government 


AB2108190791 Parts AFP in French 2000 GMI 
lY Aug Yl 


[Text] Brazzaville. 19 Aug (AFP}—On |9 August the (oppo- 
sition) Congolese Liberal Party (PLC) demanded the con- 
vening of an emergency meeting of the Higher Council! of 
the Republic [CSR] (legislative body for the transition 
period) to pass “a censorship motion” against the govern- 
ment. In a communique issued in the Congolese capital and 
signed by its secretary general. Mr. Marcel Makome. the 
PLC stated that the transitional government committed 
“blunders which account for the disorder in the country.” 
This government, under the leadership of Mr. Andre 
Milongo., indulges in “disparagement. character assassina- 
tion, discrimination, hatred. excessiveness, tnibalism. and 
division.” the PLC communique stated. and went on to 
condemn the involvement of the government “in the game 
of political parties” to a point which borders, according to 
him. on “cheating.” 


The PLC also accuses the CSR, chaired by Monsignor 
Ernest Kombo, of “indifference in the face of such 
serious circumstances.” As part of the legal proceedings 
initiated against members of the former regime for 
acquiring property by fraudulent means. on 14 August 
the CSR ordered the arrest of Messrs. Maurice Nguesso. 
a brother of the head of state. and Lekoundzou Itihi- 
Osssetoumba, former second in command of the (previ- 
ously single) Congolese Labor Party (PCT). 


Army Chief of Staff Issues Warning to Soldiers 


AB2108191791 Paris AFP in French 2031 GM1 
20 Aug Yl 


[Text] Brazzaville, 20 Aug (AFP)}—General Jean-Marie 
Michel Mokoko, chief of staff of the Congolese Army. has 
issued a warning to soldiers who mingle in political matters. 
Opening the meeting of the preparatory commission for the 
national conference of the Army, General Mokoko deplored 
“the behavior of some officers and soldiers who portray 
themselves as members of political parties.” 


The Congolese Army was depoliticized last December 
after participating in political activities for more than 20 
years, it 1s recalled. The national conference from 25 
February to 10 June this year recommended the organi- 
zation of this national conference of the Army in order to 


adapt it to Congo's new political situation. The date of 


this national conference has. however. not been fixed. 


Details of Charges Against Two Arresied Officials 


AB2208094591 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
1708 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 
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[Teat]) Judvcial auchorities in the Congo have now 
released details of charges under which two prominent 
people were arrested last week. One of them was a 
brother of President Sassou- Nguesso. Maurice Nguesso: 
the other was a former finance minister. Throughout the 
deliberations of the recent national conference, allega- 
uions had been made of massive corruption in the old 
regime. At the ume of their arrest. there was talk of 
vague economic and financial malpractices. Well now 
the accusations are being spelled out as Antoine Moyem- 
bala reports in this telex from Brazzaville: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The attorney general 
said Mr. Lekoundzi, finance minister in 1987, obtained 
a loan of $45 million from the London branch of the 
discredited bank, BCCI [Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International]. with the help of a Lebanese businessman, 
but Mr. Lekoundzi failed to account properly for two 
tranches of loan to a commission of enquiry set up by the 
national conference held between February and June this 
year. The matter was then sent to the transitional gov- 
ernment for clarification and the arrest of Mr. 
Lekoundzi was ordered 


It will be recalled that President Denis Sassou-Nguesso had 
previously sacked two of the former finance minister's staff 
for maladministration of the loan, while the judicial author- 
ities promised to investigate all those implicated in eco- 
nomic scandals under the old one-party regime. 


Apart from the ex-minister, the younger brother of Presi- 
dent Sassou-Nguesso. Mr. Maurice Nguesso. has also been 
arrested for using false credentials to benefit from an 
insurance payout. The arrest of one figure then focused 
criticism on the Workers’ Party and the head of state, but 
the government says that this marks the end of the impunity 
with which criminals acted in the old days. It 1s reported 
that five lawyers. two of them French. have been engaged to 
defend the two detained men. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Rwandan Socialist Party Formed in Kigali 
F£.A2108124091 Kigali Radiodiffusion Nationale de la 
Republique Rwandaise in French 1115 GMT 19 Aug 91 


[Excerpts] A new political party was formed yesterday in 
Kigali. This is the RSP. the Rwandan Socialist Party. 
According to its interim executive office. the party commits 
itself to promoting the interests of workers and peasants. 
The program and statutes of the party were signed during a 
meeting held yesterday at the Nyamirambo La Vedette 
Hotel. [passage omitted] This is the sixth political party to 
be formed in Rwanda after the restoration of political 
pluralism in June last year. The Rwandan Socialist Party 
will have to wait until it is registered by the Ministry of 
Interior and Communal Development before enjoying its 
rights. [passage omitted] 
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Ethiopia 


Foreign Ministry Denies israeli Airlift Agreement 


EA2008 174091 Addis Ababa Voiwe of Ethiopia Network 
in Amnaric 1700 GMT 19 Aue 91 


{Text} Today the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia 
termed as baseless and untounded reports circulated by 
Israel radio, television, anc¢ newspapers that agreement 
had been reached with the Ethiopian Government for 
airlifting 2.600 Falashas [Ethiopian Jews] to Israel. In a 
Statement issued by the Foreign Ministry. the Ethiopian 
Transitional Government noted that the alleged agree- 
ment reached with the Ethiopian Government had. 
according to the Israeli media. been confirmed by the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry. 


In its statement, the Foreign Ministry stated that there 
has never been such an agreement between Israel! and the 
Transitional Government of Ethiopia. and it went on to 
say that there has never been any dialogue with any other 
party regarding this issue. 


Meles Zenawi Interview on Democracy, Tribalism 


FA2108153591 Addis Abaha Voice of Ethiopia Network 
im Amharic 1730 GMT 19 Aue 91 


(“Part four” of Transitional Government President 
Meles Zenawi interview with local reporters on 15 
August: place not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Reporter] The Ethiopian People’s Revolu- 
uonary Democratic Front [EPRDF] 1s an organization 
that rooted out the Dergue system, eradicated tts kidnap- 
ping squads, and reached this stage of establishing a 
transitional government. [passage omitted] 


Had the EPRDF anticipated the problems that it 
encountered and was it ready for them when advancing 
toward Addis Ababa”? How does the EPRDF see the 
problems currently facing it? 


{Meles] As has been stated, Addis Ababa has its own distinct 
character. While the EPRDF was improving the situation in 
the rural areas, the forces who were running away from these 
areas came to Addis Ababa. This place was their hideout. 
Inasmuch as Addis Ababa 1s the capital city, it housed all the 
Workers Party of Ethiopia and Dergue institutions. It 1s 
different from the rural areas in structure and character. so 
there will be a difference in the state of peace and stability in 
these areas. 


If we take the situation in the northern part of the 
country in general, there is no problem with peace and 
stability at all. This includes the areas that have been 
under EPRDF control such as Welo, northern Shewa, 
Gonder, Gojam, and Tigray. In Addis Ababa there are 
different problems over peace; there are different polit- 
ical problems, but they have been much smaller than the 
EPRDF had anticipated. [passage omitted] 
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The participation of the people 1s crucial in creating 
peace and stability in Addis Ababa. It is a city of 3 
milhon people. People’s participation 1s crucial in cre- 
aling stability. for it 1s difficult to maintain peace and 
Stability with a limited military force. [rassage omitted] 


[Reporter] It 1 ‘.nown that Eth:opia 1s a country of many 
nations and nationalities. and the transitional charter 
States that the mghts of these nations and nationalities 
should be properly respected. In this regard, there have 
been recent developments in some areas of the country. 
Some people. because they belong to a certain tribe, have 
been told to leave certain areas. As evidence. we recently 
heard on the radio and television about a demonstration 
in Jiypga where the demonstrators called on the Amharas 
and Gurages to leave the area. Does this situation not 
create enmity and hatred between people? 


The other point | would like to raise 1s on democratic 
rights. In some areas democracy 1s being abused. Since 
democracy has been allowed without limits, 1 1s not 
being correctly applied. What is your view on this? 


{Meles] Since we have just emerged from oppression, it 
will take some time tor us to develop a stable democratic 
culture. We have to learn to exercise democratic rights. 
In the process mistakes may be made from time to time. 
It does not mean that old habits and sentiments will not 
linger but these things are part of the lesson: they are part 
of the tradition in developing a democratic culture. 
What will happen sf democracy ts restricted? If we say: 
You can go this far and no more. the people will 
concentrate on the restricted areas. If democracy ts not 
restricted, some people may abuse it, but society, 
learning trom its mistakes, will reach its own conclu- 
sions, thereby spreading and cultivating the right demo- 
cratic culture in the society. Problems and mistakes are 
part of the development of a democratic culture. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Those who do not want to learn from the process are 
those who are deliberately out to sabotage the peoples’ 
cause. Those are dangerous people. 


On the second question, the problem 1s there but it 1s 
greatly exaggerated. This talk of Oromos saying that the 
settlers or non-Oromos in the Oromo areas, such as the 
Gurages, Amharas. Tigrayans, and so on, should leave 1s 
greatly exaggerated. I cannot say it has not happened at 
all. but it is greatly exaggerated. This 1s deliberately done 
to raise emotions: it 1s done to spread tension and 
instability. All Ethiopian people are [word indistinct]. 
There 1s (?no enmity). 


We cannot say that such mistakes have not been made, 
but the mistakes are not so great. Second, inasmuch as 
these mistakes are made innocently, they are part of the 
lesson. They are part and parcel of the process of 
developing a democratic tradition. We should, however. 
be careful in dealing with organized forces who want to 
aggravate the problem. Otherwise, as long as people are 
free, affirming unrestricted democracy will not bring 
many problems. 
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Of course, when we say it 1s unlimited, 1 does not nean 
there are no guidelines. There will be guidelines. [Words 
indistinct] there are guidelines. but we cannot tell the 
people to sit and wait until the guidelines are out. 
[passage omitted] 


{Reporter] There are government employees and other 
people [words indistinct] displaced from Aseb and other 
areas. What has been done by the transitional govern- 
ment to settle or adjust the lives of these people? What ts 
being done in this direction? 


{Meles] There are many questions about what the tran- 
sitional government has done in various areas. The 
questions have very many aspects: we cannot cover all of 
them. Inasmuch as we cannot cover all of them, we will 
only address the main ones. 


There are those who were displaced from Aseb— 
Ethiopians who have returned from Somalia—they have 
big problems. What is being done to help them? For 
instance, there are many copies of the Koran improperly 
seized because duty has not been paid on them. What 1s 
being done about this? So there are a thousand and one 
questions in all directions. Unless we have priorities. we 
cannot resolve all these problems. This 1s the first thing 
we should understand. 


Concerning displaced employees and workers. who were 
working in various areas, my response will be no different 
from my earlier response on the question of people who 
came from Eritrea. If people have been wrongly chased 
away, they will be allowed to go back if they wish to. Those 
who do not want to go back or those who are not wanted in 
their former areas will be taken care of here. Ways and 
means of employing them will be explored. 


When I say this, | do not mean they will get a job 
tomorrow: it must be considered within the general 
situation. When we consider the problem of a particular 
sector, we should not consider it in isolation. We should 
examine the general problem. We should observe the 
general problem in all of Ethiopia. 


The EPRDF or the transitional government should not 
give these people consideration because they were able to 
come to Addis Ababa o1 because they are vocal or 
because they have been able to demonstrate in the 
capital city or to go to embassies to explain their prob- 
lems. Those who are vocal [previous word in English] get 
an immediate response, and those who are not vocal and 
are in the countryside cannot get any response. We 
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cannot work this way. If the government was just for 
Addis Ababa n could work that way. but if it is a 
government of Ethiopia it cannot work thal way. 


We have to consider the questions and problems of all 
Ethiopians together. When we say rehabilitation, we 
should not look only at the soldiers. There are many 
peop .< whose huts have been burned down. There are 
people without shelter in many villages. We should 
conside; the problem from this general perspective. 
[passage omitted] 


[Reporter] Tribalism is not to be encouraged and efforts 
should be made to strengthen fraternity between various 
peoples. What 1s the council doing to implement these 
attitudes through the mass media or other organizations? 


{Meles]} Yes, the charter also opposes tribal incitement: it 
Opposes inciting people against each other. We cannot, 
however, ignore the fact that this tendency was practiced 
on a national level before. since that 1s also stated in the 
charter. For instance, if an Oromo says all Amharas are 
my enemies, this 1s tribalism, but as far as | know, no 
Oromo organization has such a stand. Yet we cannot say 
mistakes have not been made on an individual basis. As 
far as | am concerned, however. I do not know of any 
Oromo organization that claims all Amharas are its 
enemies. All Oromo organizations said that the ruling 
class was an enemy, but the ruling class was not only the 
enemy of the Oromo people: it was not only the enemy of 
the Hadiya. the Kembata. or the Tigray people. 


We believe that there are Amhara people. so the ruling 
class 1s also the enemy of the Amhara people. The 
Amhara people are mainly peasants. We know them very 
well. We knew them when they fought by our side and 
when they prepared our food. We know in what kind of 
huts they live. We ...10ow where they sleep and what they 
eat. They are not better off than any other people, 
therefore, if someone considers those Amhara peasants 
as enemies, he 1s a tribalist; he 1s excceding the charter. 
The ruling classes, who killed Amhara peasants as well as 
other oppressed people, are enemies of the people. If one 
holds this view, one is not exceeding the charter. 


This is not done to restrict anybody but to state the 
reality because no people are enemies of other people. 
No people, as people, have oppressed other people, but 
the ruling class oppressed the people, including their own 
people. This should be made clear, and it 1s appropriate. 
To say one people in general are the enemies of other 
people is a tribalist attitude. There is no organization 
with such a tribalist stand. 
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De Klerk Sends Letter of Support to Gorbachev 


VWBOOUSUTSSY1 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network ta Enelish 
OS00 GALT 22 Aue Yl 


[Text] The state president. Mr. F.W. de Klerk has sent a 
message of support to Mr. Gorbachev. The letter will be 
passed on to the Soviet Premier by South Africa’s represen- 
tatrve in Moscow, Dr. Gerrit Olivier. In the message, Mr. De 
Klerk said that he and the South African Government had 
been convinced that the coup would fail. He called the coup 
a tute and unconstitutional attempt to overthrow the 
Soviet Government. He said the fact that the coup had corae 
to an end. apparently without major upheavals and bluod- 
shed. had demonstrated the Soviet People’s support in a 
dramatic way tor Mr. Gorbachev's policies of greater 
treedom and democracy. 


Mr. De Klerk said that those same policies held great 
promise tor the Soviet people and for peace and pros- 
perity in the world at large. In closing he expressed his 
understanding of the difficulties that the Soviet Govern- 
ment was facing in the period of transition, and he 
wished Mr. Gorbachev well in his pursuit of democracy. 


Slovo Welcomes Gorbachev's Return to Power 


MB2208101191 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
YOU GMT 22 Aug YI 


{Text] Joe Slovo has welcomed the return to power of 
Mikhail Gorbachev. Earlier this week South African 
Cabinet Minister Gerrit Viljoen challenged Slovo to spell 
out the attitude of his South African Communist Party to 
the coup. Slovo criticized it and has now sent a message 
to Gorbachev. The message says the restoration of con- 
stitutional legality in the Soviet Union is a blow to those 
who dream of a return to Stalinism. 


Botha Says Soviet Coup ‘Could Not Succeed’ 


V{B2108190491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
ISS7 GMT 21 Aug 9/1 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 21 SAPA—Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Pik Botha on Wednesday [21 August] night said he was 
convinced the coup in the Soviet [Union] could not succeed, 
hence the unconcerned “**:tude in his statement earlier in 
the week. The practical reality in the Soviet Union meant 
that a return to Marxism/communism was impossible. Mr 
Botha expressed the hope that the coup attempt had been 
nipped in the bud, and that other all communist parties 
would abandon attempts to use mass violence to enforce 
their outdated ideology. 


Democratic Party Leader on Coup, Gorbachev 
\4B2108195291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
IS38S GMT 21 Aug Yl 


| Text} Johannesburg Aug 21 SAPA—The coup and rein- 
statement of President Mikhail Gorbachev is surely one 
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of the great stories of the century. Democratic Party 
leader Dr Zach de Beer said on Wednesday night [21 
August}. “Liberal democracy. virtua''y unharmed, has 
triumphec over totalitarianism. This is the path of 
present history. There 1s a great lesson for South Africa.” 
Dr de Beer said ft the Nationalists who have already 
moved away from their racist authoritarianism. would 
take another step or two, they wou!d be liberal demo- 
crats. “If the African National Congress will do the same. 
we can become a united nation on the liberal democratic 
basis.” Dr de beer added. 


Romanian Sailors Jump Ship, Seek Political Asylum 


MB2208094791 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2235 GMT 21 Aue Yl 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 2! SAPA—In another drama at 
sea, two Romanian sailors jumped ship near port limits 
off Cape Town on Wednesday. reports SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news. The men 
jumped onto a supply launch as it came alongside their 
ship, the Marasesti. They refused to leave. saying they 
wished to apply for political asylum in Cape Town. Ten 
other crew members prepared to jump ship. but the 
launch moved away from the Marasesti, making it 
impossible for them to jump, said the radio. 


Police Arrest AWB Members on Ventersdorp Violence 


MB2208082391 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 22 Aug 91 


[Text] Another three members of the Afrikaner Weer- 
standsbeweging [Afrikaner Resistance Movement— 
AWB] have been arrested in connection with the vio- 
lence at Ventersdorp earlier this month. They are 
expected to appear in the magistrate’s court in the town 
today. A police spokesman said the investigation into the 
incident was continuing. 


Mandela Praises Muslims in Address to Indians 


MB2108172091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1611 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 21 SAPA—ANC [African 
National Congress] President Nelson Mandela on 
Wednesday [21 August] praised the Muslim community 
in South Africa for its “great sacrifices for the struggle 
against apartheid’, and assured it the ANC was con- 
cerned about the welfare of Indians in the country. 
Addressing a gathering of Indian businessmen at the 
Islamic Bank Centre in Fordsburg, Johannesburg, Mr 
Mandela said the Muslim community in South Africa 
was “a very integral part of the black oppressed masses”. 
He said many African National Congress members, 
including himself, had for years regarded various Indian 
leaders such as Dr Yusuf Dadoo and Mr Ismail Meer as 
their own heroes. 
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In an effort to address “luslims’ fears about the future 
and win Indians over to the ANC. Mr Mandela said the 
ANC was a firm believer in freedom ot religion. The 
religious beliefs of individuals and communities were 
“sacrosanct” and had to be respected. “I am aware that 
Islam 1s a complete way of life and the premise upon 
which this very bank (the Islamic Bank) 1s run embodies 
Islamic values and principles. The ANC ot only sup- 
ports this right. but will defend 11.” he said 


Mr Mandela's conciliatory address came about six weeks 
since the ANC admitted at its Durban national congress 
in July that m was experiencing problems recruiting 
Indians. Coloureds and whites. 


He cited as an example of his concern for the Muslim 
community his success at persuading Kenyan President 
Daniel arap Moi to allow South African Muslim pilgrims 
to have easy access to that country. The Islamic Bank 
later presented him with a cheque of an undisclosed 
value to help in the resettlement of returning ANC exiles. 


Mr Mandela revealed that the ANC started talking to the 
government “as early as 1986" when he held meetings 
with then President P W Botha. Since then his organisa- 
tion has been responsible for the peace process in the 
country. and the Groote Schuur and Pretoria minutes 
bore testimony to that fact. 


The ANC, he said, had been “very disturbed” by the 
government's failure to remove all obstacles to negotia- 
tions as laid down in the Harare and the United Nations 
declarations. 


He also slammed violence in the country as an attempt 
to destroy the ANC, saying the government was respon- 
sible for the violence and the resultant instability. Mr 
Mandela reiterated the ANC’s support for the mainte- 
nance of sanctions, its demands for an interim govern- 
ment and its belief in the need for “an equitable redis- 
tribution of wealth (to) benefit all the people”. 


Lebowa Chief Minister on ANC Suspension 


\1B2108155491 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1440 GMT 21 Aug Yl 


[Text] Lebowakgomo Aug 21 SAPA—The suspension of 
Lebowa Chief Minister Nelson Ramodike’s membership 
of the ANC [African National Congress] Lebowakgomo 
Branch would strain his relationship with the organisa- 
tion. Mr Ramodike said on Wednesday [2! August]. 
“My suspension by the Lebowakgomo Branch of the 
ANC was made in a vacuum and | consider that to be 
very undemocratic. 


“The world should note that up to this point in ume, | 
have never received any offical notification to the effect 
that | am suspended.”’ Mr Ramodike said. Mr Ramodike 
said the suspension followed his announcement last 
week that ANC President Nelson Mandela was to 
address a Congress of Traditional Leaders of SA [South 
Africa] meeting at the Lebowakgomo showgrounds. 
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“If what the media says 1s true. my suspension came as a 
result of the announcement that the president of the 
ANC would address Magoshi (traditional chiefs). | am 
wondering whether such a statement constitutes a “sin” 
and warrants suspension by a branch of a body which 
had...not been a party to the convening of a meeting of 
August 15. Mr Ramodike said. 


He said he did not regret that the ANC in the Northern 
Transvaal wanted to distance itself from him. “I have 
together with all traditional leaders and the people in the 
Northern Transvaal established a vehicle for ourselves to 
take part in the patriotic front. the multi-party confer- 
ence and finally negotiations. 


“Il am also taken aback that this statement was made by 
the Lebowakgomo Branch of the ANC subsequent to an 
apology that was tendered by the ANC member Mr Elias 
Motsoaled: in the presence of our traditional leaders 
after having launched a scathing personal attack on me. 


“This has indeed strained our relationships and our 
Magoshi will be discussing this matter with the leader- 
ship of the ANC in due course—if things are to be 
normalised in the Northern Transvaal.” he said 


Orange Free State Conservative Congress Ends 


MB2108203891 Johanneshbure SAPA in Enelish 
2023 GMT 21 Aue Yl 


[By Lorraine Braid] 


[Text] Bloemfontein Aug 21 SAPA—The Orange Free 
State [OFS] Conservative Party [CP] Congress ended. as 
the Natal one two weeks ago had, on a positive note with 
the firm determination to try and force a general elec- 
tion. Its main, short-term priority is to win the Virginia 
parliamentary by-election which came about after the 
resignation of the minister of education and culture in 
the House of Assembly, Mr Piet Clase. A CP win in 
Virginia would come within one seat of equally dividing 
the OFS between the NP [National Party] and the CP 


Another immediate aim resulting from the congress was 
for the party to mobilise and 1 \e over as many institu- 
tions as possible. The NP reta. ed control of the OFS 
Agricultural Union last year atiucr a nasty fight. Last 
week, however. CP MP Dr Piet Gous was voted 
chairman of the union and this 1s considered by the CP 
to be a major victory. 


Congress also agreed to request its head council that a 
special, urgent national congress be held to discuss party 
Strategy to be used if the government refused to hold an 
election. It was agreed that such a refusal would bring the 
CP into a head-on clash with the government. 


Congress discussed and agreed on the fact that, in the 
event of a referendum, the CP would not take part 
unconditionally. It would first have to see what the 
question was. 
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The day-long congress was held behind closed doors as 11 
was felt this was the only way delegates would be able to 
speak freely on ssues that were sensitive to the parts 
Informed sources said intense discussion had revolved 
around the necessity or not to take part in negotiations 


The party was adamant that 1 would not take part w 
“De Kierk type” negotiations in which power would be 
handed over. However. the party would consider being 
part of negotiations on ° future which recognised the 
basic right of the Atrikaner to his own self- 
determination. It was felt that the CP's desire for self- 
determination was mirrored in world-wide events and 
this would increase the party's following. 


Congress also discussed a document setting out a |2- 
point “Freedom Manifesto for Afrikanerdom”™. Points 
included in the document. dealing with self- 
cetermination, including the fact that although the 
whites had the right to the entire South Africa apart from 
the self-governing states, the party would accept that the 
envisioned fatherland could be smaller. The maximum 
amount of land possible should. however. be included 


The document also stressed that the attainment of an 
own fatherland was not negotiatiable. A significant 
number of delegates had. apparently. during discussion 
expressed the view that a compromise should be made as 
to the size of the envisioned Afrikaner fatherland. Mr 
(chill Prenaar. MP for Heilbron and leader of the party 
in the OFS. said this had been the most positive congress 
in the nine-year history of the CP. 


ANC on Bophuthatswana’s ‘Intimidatory’ Measures 


VWB2208093691 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
2228 GMT 21 Aue Yl 


[Text] Itsoseng Aug 2! SAPA—The African National 
Congress [ANC] on Wednesday accused the 
Bophuthatswana government of persisting with its 
intimidatory and repressive measures against ANC 
branch executive members in Itsoseng. In a statement 
the ANC said the government had summarily dismissed 
four teachers. who were members of the ANC’s Itsoseng 
branch, with effect from August 20. 


The ANC said its members. Mr Thabo Seyanamane. branch 
organiser. Mr Boitumolo Tshwene. political education 
officer. Ms Pamela Rasetshwane. branch fund raiser. and 
Mr Peter Manyebodi. general secretary. had all been 
working in the Bophuthatswana Department of Education 


According to the statement Mr Seyanamane was serving 
as circuit science convenor. Mr Monyebodi: as religious 
affairs co-ordinator, Ms Rasetshwane as a senior agricul- 
ture teacher. and Mr Tshwene as a senior history teacher. 


“These people have clearly been dismissed because of 
their active involvement in the local ANC branch. 
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“This shows that the Mangope government 1s going all 
out to clamp down on the ANC as they have already 
done with Solly Bokaba. tse branch chairperson. who 1s 
a public prosecutor at Itsoseng. and Paul Sefularo. the 
publicits secretary. who 1s a medical doctor at Thusong 
community hospital.” the statement said 


The ANC charged that President Lucas Mangope was 
precipitating an educational crisis in the township by his 
unwarranted attack on the respected and well-lhked 
teachers 


~The branch executive commitice is stl! goung to consult 
the general membership on what action needs to be 
taken to ensure the reinstatement of the teachers.” the 
Statement said 


New National Party Secretary General Named 
WUB2DU809SS891] Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
2300 GMT 21 Aue Yl 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 21 SAPA—The minister of education 
and tra ung. Dr Stoffel van der Merwe. will take up the 
newls cr. ated position of secretars-general of the National 
Party [NP] with immediate effect. the Federal Council of 
the NP said on Thursday. The council said in a statement 
Dr Van Der Merwe would also become the Federal Coun- 
cil’s secretary and consequently a member of the executive 
Dr Van Der Merwe’s new appointments followed the July 
29 announcement by President F. W de Klerk. 


Wednesday's council meeting gave attention to its restruc- 
turing. “with important organisational decisions being 
taken in this regard”. The council was addressed by Presi- 
dent De Klerk and constitutional affairs minister Dr Gerrit 
Viljoen regarding negotiations and associated matters. 


Dr Van Der Merwe’s new duties would include the creation 
of a central planning and managing facility for the NP at 
federal level. the co-ordination and upgrading of the party's 
communications and marketing. and assisting in the party's 
preparations for negotiations. While his appointment was 
made with immediate effect. and in addition to his capacity 
as MP [member of parliament] for Helderkruin, it would 
become a full time postion on September |. when he retires 
from the cabinet 


The statement said the creation of the new post of 
secretary -general was a result of recent developments in 
politics in South Africa, resulting in an increase in the 
demands made on political parties and politicians. 


Dr Van Der Merwe’s appointment, the statement said. 
was proof that the NP was committed to the principle of 
negotiations, out of which a stable democracy could 
arise. ensuring peace. progress. prosperity and participa- 
tion for all South Afncans. 


The Federal Counci! said there was increasing support 
for the ideals and policy of the NP. which transgressed 
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the colour and culture barriers. It said the NP was in the 
process cf uniting and consolidating this support. The 
council also said there would be a one-day federal 
congress in Bloemfontein on September 4 where discus- 
sions would centre on the NP's pont of depazture on 
future negotiations 


21 Aug Press Review on Current Events, Issues 
VWBI108T0359) 


[Ediioral Repor:] 
IHE STAR 


Secret Funds Advisors Committee “Whitewash — 
Referring to President De Kicrk’s announcement of the 
composition of his private sector advisory Committee on 
the use of secret funds. Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 21 August in a page !6 editorial says: “Tt will 
be remembered that this was in effect the only new 
imitiative the president came up with in response to the 
scandal about slush- fund cash for Inkatha. It was clear 
from the outset that most groups outside the Govern- 
ment regarded the initiatives as il- conceived and unsat- 
isfactory—but now the names of its members have been 
made known, it 1s almost incomprehensible. While 
intending no disrespect to the individuals concerned, it 
must be asked who exactly the Government believes it 1s 
going to reassure by appointing two academics, a retired 
accountant and a former newspaper editor (astound- 
ingly. all whites) as guardians of the broad public inter- 
est.” “A multiparty committee. with specially designated 
powers, would have been a step in the nght direction.” 
“If Mr de Klerk and his advisers are accused in the 
coming months of perpetrating and participating in a 
whitewash, they will have only themselves to blame.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Call for Concihatory Approach To Occupation of Empty 
Schools—Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in Englith on 21 
August in a page 16 editorial says Sam de Beer. who takes 
over responsibility for bixck education in October, 1s a 
“compassionate man well suited to one of the most sensi- 
tive portfolios in the Cabinet.” “We are surprised, there- 
fore, that he has not taken a more conciliatory approach to 
the NECC’s [National Education Coordinating Com- 
mittee] plans to occupy three empty white schools on the 
Witwatersrand.” De Beer has warned the NECC that its 
plans are illegal and “will not be tolerated.” BUSINESS 
DAY suggests that to avoid confrontation the police 
should escort them all the way from the townships to the 
doors of the schools in Germiston, give them the keys to 
the schools, “arrange tor video shows to keep them occu- 
ried. put on a good lunch. and then take them home 
again.” The occasion will be defused by a “goodwill 
gesture on the lines we suggest.” 
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Pressure Needed on ANC Concerning P -iwsoners—A 
secon’ editorial on the same page says the release and 
return of the “firs! 32 prrsoners held in foreign camps by 
the ANC led to a predictable spate of accusations and 
counter-accusations. This should not be allowed to obscure 
other issucs. such as Now Mans More prisoners there are 
where thes are being held and when they will be treed. The 
ANC 15 not giving these details. publicly at news conter- 
ences or privately to the Red Cross. It and the first batch 11 
brought home have agreed on a mutual silence atter former 
prisoners accused their jailers of torture and the ANG 
accused them of being government spies” The “ANC's 
supporters. and particularls its international financial 
backers. could help appls a little pressure. Thes. too. might 
like to know if those 32 returnees are the first of scores or 
just the start of hundreds.” 


SOWETAN 


Criticism of Use of Chilcren in Stayaway Protest—The 
Congress of South African Students. COSAS. “1s this 
week orchestrating mass stayaways from schools.” notes 
the page 10 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in 
English on 21 August. “The kids are out on the strects 
again.” “Effectively using children as battering rams on 
the streets only a few months before many sit for their 
final examinations 1s a harsh and bitter thing to do. Is 
there a limit to protest’? We think there is. especially 
when children are involved.” “COSAS would do every- 
bods a favour if 1t gave up the doubtful glamour of street 
protest and took the more difficult, though more adult. 
route of painstaking negotiation with Government offi- 
cials and anybody else who could be of use in upgrading 
our schools.” 


SOUTH 


More Openness Neec'ed on Politics of Funding—A page 
24 editorial in Cape Town SOUTH in English for 8-14 
August says “contro. ersy over funding assumes a new 
dimension with the announcement by the US. this week 
of grants to the ANC and the Inkatha Freedom Party 
{IFP]. The U.S. had the idea of bankrolling negotiations- 
related political activity rather than organisational work. 
A deserving cause, no doubt, but also one that conspic- 
uously puts the emphasis at the top-level, rather than the 
grassroots of political work. For reasons better known to 
the U.S. administration, its focus has now switched to 
funding the regional and grassroots organisational 
growth of the IFP and ANC.” “South Africans, over 
whose heads the politics of funding are played out. are 
left in the dark about who 1s backing whom. on whose 
advice. and with what purposes. We have a right to know 
about politic.) funding—an issue that goes far wider 
than Inkathagate ” 
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Botswana 


External Affairs Department on LSSR Developments 
MB2108164891 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in Enelish 1611 GMT 21 Aue 91 


{Text} The Department of External Affairs says Botswana, 
like other countries with interest in the Soviet Union, is 
closely monitoring the situation in that country following 
the Monday [19 August] overthrow of President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. In a news release issued today, the departrient 
said Botswana has 21 students in the Soviet Union and, so 
far. they are reported to be safe. The release said the 
departrient. together with the Ministry of Education, will 
continue to monitor closely events taking place in the 
Soviet Union and that appropriate measures will be taken, 
if necessary. to ensure the safety of Batswana students :n 
that country. 


Government on Alleged SADF Funding Local Paper 
M1B2108202291 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network 
in Enelish 1910 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] The minister for presidential affairs and public 
administration, Lieutenant General Mompati Merafhe, 
says Botswana views in a serious light media reports that a 
local newspaper. NEWSLINK AFRICA, is indirectly 
financed by the South African Defense Force. Gen. 
Merafhe said in a statement that if the allegations prove 
true, it would suggest that South African destabilization 
acts against Botswana are still continuing. He said such a 
situation would be contrary to current efforts to promote 
peace. stability, and democracy in southern Africa. The 
presence of NEWSLINK AFRICA in Botswana as a South 
African military intelligence facility will therefore not be 
acceptable. 


Lesotho 


Foreign Ministry Reacts to Gorbachev Uusting 


\1B2108180491 Maseru Radio Lesotho in Fnelish 
1130 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] A spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
says the Government of Lesotho has learnt with consider- 
able concern about the current situation in the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics where President Gorbachev was 
reportedly unconstitutionally removed from power. This 
happens at a time when the whole world has embarked on 
the path to a new world order which ts characterized by the 
move towards the consolidation of democratic values and 
respect for human rights, the pursuit of justice, and culti- 
vation of peaceful relations among nations. 


As a world power the USSR, particularly under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Gorbachev, has played a major role in the 
commission of the new world order. Mr. Gorbachev was a 
man of outstanding courage and vision, and it is the hope of 
the Government of Lesotho that his successors will continue 
to build on the foundations which he has succeeded to lay in 
the creation of a better and secure future for the people of 
the USSR, and the world in general. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 9 


Foreign Minister on Relations With South Africa 
MB2108175891 Johannesburg Radio RSA in English 
1118 GMT 21 Aug 91 


{Interview with Foreign Minister Lieutenant Pius Molapo 
by reporter Bob Barker in Maseru, on the “Arica South” 
program: date not given—recorded] 


[Text] The changes in government in Lesotho brought 
about by the recent peaceful coup are unlikely to affect that 
country’s special relationship with South Africa. Lesotho’s 
foreign minister, Pius Molapo: 


{Begin recording] [Molapo] Well the changes in Lesotho 
were basically changes within the country. We have always 
worked with South Africa, and I believe we will continue 
working with South Africa just like we have done before. 
We do .° the Lesotho Highlands Project in which South 
Afr 2 ‘aking part as another partner in this big 
ve’ ue, @..aa think we are not going to change from that. 


{b ' 4 lot of African countries are now saying that 
Press‘ ‘2 Nlerk should have some support, rather with 
the lifting of partial sanctions, in an effort to try and get 
him support toward this new dispensation. Does Lesotho 
feel the same way? 


{Molapo] Well let me tell you the story as we put it before 
Africa when we were in Abuja, and | think this is really 
going to really correct the situation which has been [word 
indistinct] around (?about) Lesotho to get [words indts- 
tinct] together. We told Africa that we shou'd be very 
pragmatic and practical when it comes to the issue of 
sanctions. We in Lesotho are located in the middie of 
South Africa, and we really always feel the pinch whenever 
people impose sanctions on South Africa, and we have 
come out openly to Africa and said—let us not just be 
[words indistinct], let us be practical with regard to the 
issue of sanctions. 


[Barker] Is the rest of Africa listening to you? 


|Molapo, laughing} Well yes. all the African countries were 
represented, and | heard that they were listening. I don't 
know what they were saying at the back of their minds, but 
I knew they were listening. 


[Barker] There is also speculation that South Africa could 
be asked to join SADCC [Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference] tn Tanzania at the next summit 
meeting. How would Lesotho stand supporting this? 


{Molapo] Well Lesotho is a member of SADCC, and | 
believe if the whole of SADCC wants South Africa to join, 
it will be a decision not only taken by Lesotho, or piloted 
by Lesotho, but it’s going to be decision taken by all 
members of SADCC. 


[Barker] But if South Africa was in the SADCC region, it 
could help Lesotho and Swaziland and all of southern 
Africa. 


{Molapo] That is quite correct. I think here we must really 
address realities as they are. It is obvious that South Africa 
has got the economic muscle, it has got the expertise. and 
it might even help to have access to other financial 
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markets, and I think South Africa, when it becomes a 
member of SADCC, 1s going to p!ay a very important role, 
even though one would not want to have it as a member 
who is rather dominating, if one can say so, because 
SADCC 1s a kind of a club of countries who sort of view 
one another as equals, despite differences in economic 
muscle. 


[Barker] But South Africa has actually said through some 
of its officials that it doesn’t aim to be dominant. 


[Molapo] When one talks about being a dominating 
partner, it is mainly On a comparative basis because it is 
clear to everybody that South Africa is a rich country 
compared to other members of SADCC. If you were to 
take Lesotho and compare it to South Africa, definitely 
you would see the difference. If you take South Africa and 
compare it to Namibia, compare it to Botswana, Tanzania, 
Mozambique, its clear that on a comparative basis South 
Africa would come out tops. 


|Barker] If there 1s a real fear, Mr. Minister, it’s got to be 
that South Africa could, for instance, start dealing exclu- 


sively with Kenya and Angola, then what would the rest of 


southern Africa do”? 


{Molapo] Well I think every country has got its own 
interests. be they in Kenya or in Angola. Wherever they 
are, that country, I think, if it pursues its own interests, it 
is to the well-being of its own people. Just like Lesotho— 
we do have our interests everywhere, and I don’t think 
people can come up and stop us from pursuing our own 
interests. | think even before De Klerk came into power, 
South Africa already had friends in Germany, the United 
States, the United Kingdom—all over the world—and | 
don’t think if South Africa goes to Kenya, people can 
rightfully claim that South Africa 1s going to a wrong place. 
Kenya also has got its own interests in South Africa, so I 
think it's a matter between Kenya and South Africa. 
actually, and not between South Africa, Kenya, and other 


people. 


[Barker] But also isn’t Africa being dishonest? There are 
only two countries that basically don’t deal with South 
Africa, and that’s Angola and Tanzania. 


{Molapo] Well well, one would not say Africa is being 
dishonest. Basically when it comes to business between 
countries, you always put your Own country’s interests 
first. fm no’ quite sure if Angola does not deal with South 
Africa. ‘= ven if 1t doesn’t deal with South Africa directly, 
I'm made to believe that somewhere along the line there 
must be a middleman who is connecting between Angola 
and South Africa. 


[Barker] Captain [rank as heard], return to civilian rule— 
1992 in June. How do you see the new Lesotho? 


{Molapo, laughing] Well well, for me as a military man, the 
new Lesotho must be a place where the Army will stick to 
the norms of the society; that is, the Army will defend the 
country. The Army will not meddle in politics and mess up 
the country. On the other hand also, politicians must not 
use the Army as an instrument which ts going to retain 
them in power even if the population has voted otherwise. 
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We in the Army believe that, from our experiences during 
the political upheavals during our own rule, we have 
collected enough experience to be able to say no when 
there 1s a time to say no. Not that we are going to refuse 
orders from whoever Is going to be in government, but we 
believe that as an Army we have got our own different role 
from civilians. We must throw ourselves into developing 
the country, the (hearts and minds) campaign. We use 
taxpayers’ money, | think we should sort of plow it back 
into the very same people who pay us. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


Chissano Reelected Frelimo Party Chairman 21 Aug 


MB2208071891 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 22 Aug ¥1 


[Text] The deputies [as heard] to the Sixth Frelimo 
{Mozambique Liberation Front] Congress have already 
voted for the members of the party's Central Committee. A 
second ballot is likely to take place if there were candidates 
with the same number of votes. Yesterday, the deputies 
voted for the party chairman. Joaquim Chissano, the 
current party chairman, was the only candidate. Election 
results are scheduled to be announced today. 


Chissano on Desire To Strengthen Hungarian Ties 


MB2108203091 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] President Joaquim Alberto Chissano has reaffirmed 
his desire to strengthen friendship and cooperation 
between the people of Mozambican and Hungary. The 
Mozambican head of state said this in a message to Arpad 
Goncz, his Hungarian counterpart, on the occasion of that 
country’s National Day. 


Namibia 
SWAPO Official on Relations With South Africa 


MB2108163491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1823 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[By Craig Doonan] 


[Text] Durban Aug 2] SAPA—It is the Namibian Govern- 
ment’s hope that Walvis Bay will be handed over to that 
country “sooner rather than later” and Namibia will have 
to look to international action or other alternatives if this 
does not happen. This was said by the head of SWAPO’'s 
Department of Foreign Affairs. Mr Pau lilonga, who was 
addressing an Institute for a Democratic Alternative for 
South Africa forum in Durban on Wednesday [21 August]. 


Mr lilonga said the Namibian Government had not ruled 
out abandoning the Walvis Bay port. We have to find ways 
and we don’t want to be threatened”’. He said construction 
of a route connecting Namibia to Angola would begin soon 
and would reach the port of Namibe inside Angola which 
was a possible alternative to Walvis Bay. 


The Namibian Government had no objections to joint 
administration of Walvis Bay but the question of the port's 
sovereignity was sull unresolved. To this effect Namibia 
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was awaiting feedback from the South African Govern- 
ment following previous meetings on the issue. 


Commenting on relations with South Africa, Mr lilonga said 
Il was not easy to divorce the economic link between the two 
countries, but “this does not mean the survival of our state 
and people depends on the South African economy”. 
Namibia fully supported economic sanctions against this 
country, he added. saying that money used to buy South 
African products could be used to obtain similar products 
elsewhere. He, however. expressed Namibia's wish that the 
process of change in South Africa would be fast because “we 
don't believe we can develop this part of Africa alone—we 
want to include everyone’. 


Questioned on Namibia's new land policies. Mr lilonga 
said this was still under discussion. He said 68 per cent of 
Namibia's fertule land was in the hands of white Namib- 
ians and foreigners. Of that, 48 per cent belonged to 
“absentee landlords’’—people living outside the country. 
A recent conference on land had recommended that land 
belonging to these owners be immediately withdrawn from 
them. but this decision was not final and the issue was still 
to come before Parliament. 


Mr lilonga emphasised his government's commitment to 
national reconciliation which had become the cornerstone 
for peace and stability in Namibia. This had led to the 
successful unification of Namubia’s defence force. “Today 
our army is one of the d entities [as received] in our 
society... Everyone accepts everyone else as Namubians. 
Everyone is free’. 


He said white people who had fled the country prior to 
independence had returned in great numbers as their fears 
of revenge by a majority government had not materialised. 


Zambia 


Kaunda Praises USSR People’s Resistance 


MB2108183091 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] President Kaunda has welcomed the resistance by 
(°some) Soviets against the hardliners who had toppled 
Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev. Comrade 
Kaunda said in Lusaka this afternoon that those who want 
to choose their leaders should continue [words indistinct] 
Gorbachev, as they are currently doing. Stressing the 
importance of free choice of leadership, Comrade Kaunda 
said those who are afraid of elections should keep quiet 
and refrain from [word indistinct] the people's power. 


The president also praised Western leaders who have 
spoken strongly against the removal of Comrade Gor- 
bachev from power. He hoped the West would not stop 
condemning the action of the hardliners until the Gor- 
bachev government was back in power. 


Defense Chiefs No Longer UNIP Members 
MB2108162291 Johanneshure SAPA in English 
1607 GMT 21 Aug Y1 


[Text] Lusaka Aug 21 SAPA—Zambia’s defence and secu- 
rity forces have with immediate effect been divorced from 
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the ruling United National Independence Party {U NIP] in 
compliance with the tenets of pluralism politics in the 
country, Zimbabwe's ZIANA news agency reported on 
Wednesday [21 August]. 


In a joint statement issued in Lusaka on Tuesday night. 
service chiefs of the Zambian Army, Air Force. Police and 
National Service pledged not to host any political activities 
within their establishments. Consequently. defence and 
security personnel have been barred trom responding to 
party slogans and symbols of any political party. The 
defence chiefs appealed to political parties to desist from 
establishing wards, branches and sections in their security 
establishments. 


All the defence chiefs have since ceased to be members of 
UNIP’s Central Committee. with immediate effect. said 
the statement. The statement added: “Since defence and 
security personnel will be impartial, no service facilities 
shall be offered to enhance individual political parties’ 
aspirations—while allegiances shall be to the government 
of the day.” 


The defence chiefs said they would ensure that impartiality 
in enhancing their roles of defence and maintenance of law 
and order. production, construction and teaching. pre- 
vailed. 


‘Accredited Diplomats’ To Monitor Campaigns 


MB2108173891] Johannesburg SAPA in English 
I7IYGMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] Lusaka Aug 21 SAPA—Zambuian accredited diplo- 
mats have with immediate effect been allowed to travel to 
all parts of the country to monitor campaigns for the plural 
elections in October, SAPA’s correspondent in Lusaka 
reported on Wednesday [21 August]. In the past. the 
Zambian Government restricted diplomats to a 25km 
radius without obtaining official permission from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Zanioian Foreign Affairs Minister Lt-Gen Benajamin 
Mibenge announced in Lusaka on Wednesday that the 
restricuuons for Zambian-based diplomats to travel to other 
parts of the country have been eased. The government 
gesture was to accord diplomats to travel to any part of the 
country to monitor how the elections were being con- 
ducted. Diplomats had become sceptical about the fairness 
of elections, the more so that the oppositions had been 
denied access to state-controlled media. 


Gen Mibenge described the transition period to elections 
as crucial “because we want to sustain the good image of 
Zambia by portraying fair play and justice’. 


Most diplomats contacted in Lusaka hailed the move as a 
wise one which should have been undertaken long ago 
when the plural talks started in Zambia. 


Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda has allowed interna- 
tional observers to come, some of them are already in the 
country to stave off claims his administration would rig the 
elections. 
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Kaunda on Inviting Observers 


MB2108 193891 Lusaka Zambia National Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] President Kaunda says he decided to invite foreign 
observers to mon:tor the October elections because there 
were [words indistinct] statements from the opposition that 
UNIP [United National Independence Party] could ng the 


(?polls). Receiving a report of the Delimitation Commission 
chaired by Deputy Chief Justice (Martin Gulube), Comrade 
Kaunda said the fact that he invited observers did not mean 
that he has no confidence in Zambians. Comrade Kaunda 
pointed out that he feared some opposition parties could 
create disturbances if they lost the elections by alleging that 
the polls were rigged. 
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Benin 


Government Issues Statement on USSR Events 
AB2108123091 Cotonou Office de Radiodiffusion- 
Television du Benin Radio Network in French 

1900 GMT 20 Aug 91 


. 


{Official communique” issued by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation in Cotonou on 20 August] 


[Text] On 19 August 1991 the international community 
learned about the changes in the USSR political leadership, 
notably the replacement of Mr. Mikhail Sergeyevich Gor- 
bachev. initiator of the policy of perestroyka, or restruc- 
turing. and glasnost, or open government, and the 
announcement of a six-month state of emergency. Undoubt- 
edly. these changes in the Soviet leadership constitute an 
internal affair of that country in which the Republic of 
Benin, in keeping with its foreign policy. does not intend to 
interfere in any manner whatsoever. 


The Government of the Republic of Benin 1s concerned 
about the inevitable repercussions of these developments 
on the international scene, which could include the risks of 
heightened tension among the big powers and jeopardize 
international relations in general, the main consequence of 
which would be a resumption of the arms race and a 
revival of the Cold War. Such a development, should it 
materialize. would surely have ultimate repercussions on 
the situation in developing countries, especially that of 
African countries in which a democratization process has 
been initiated, and which was solidly (?backed) by 
increased development assistance geared toward consoli- 
dating the foundation of the democracy for which the 
majority of people on our continent are now striving. 


Burkina Faso 


PPS Chairman on Resignation of ADF Ministers 


AB2008 145091 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion Nationale 
du Burkina Radio in French 1900 GMT 19 Aug 91 


{ Text} This afternoon Ali Zouba, chairman of the Party for 
Social Progress [PPS], met with the press. The main issue 
discussed was the departure of the Alliance for Democracy 
and Federation [ADF] ministers from the transitional 
government. According to the PPS chairman, apart from 
the reasons given the ADF must have other reasons for 
leaving the government because the text in question, which 
was a point of discord at the cabinet meeting, was unani- 
mously rejected by the opposition during the disc’ ssions. 
A common stand was adopted by the group favoring 
dialogue with the president in order to find a solution that 
would satisfy all sides. Unfortunately, the ADF did not 
wait for the outcome of the move and preferred to leave 
the government, an action which does not affect the 
opposition’s stand. Ali Zouba also specified that for the 
PPS, the consultations would continue both with the 
president and [word indistinct}. 
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Ghana 


Foreign Ministry Statement on USSR Events 


AB2008205891 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1800 GMT 20 Aug 91 


[Text] The Government of Ghana says 1 has been closely 
following events in the Soviet Union. A statement issued 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Accra today said the 
unfolding situation 1s an internal affair of the people of the 
Soviet Union who will resolve it themselves. It said Ghana 
cherishes the hope that these events will not adversely 
affect the process of detente and that the good relations 
between Ghana and the Soviet Union will continue. 


Liberia 


Government Rejects Replacing ECOMOG 


AB2108154091] Paris AFP in English 2129 GMT 
20 Aug 91 


[Excerpt] Monrovia, Aug 20 (AFP)—Liberia’s interim gov- 
ernment has rejected a suggestion by Ivory Coast Foreign 
Minister Amara Essy to replace a West African peace- 
keeping force in the capital with a United Nations force, a 
government official said here Tuesday. Acting information 
minister Lamini Waritay quoted interim president Amos 
Sawyer as telling Essy during talks Monday that such a 
replacement was “unrealistic and preposterous”. 


The Ivorian envoy had told Sawyer that the removal of the 
7,000- strong force sent a year ago by the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) would 
build confidence among Liberia’s warring factions. 


Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front (NPFL), the 
group which launched Liberia’s rebellion in December 
1989, has resisted the deployment of the Nigerian-led 
force, known as ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group], which beat back the rebels from Monrovia 
after weeks of heavy fighting last October. 


“This government would never be interested 1n discussing 
such an idea because it is unacceptable,” Waritay told 
AFP. 


Essy, the first lvorian official to visit Liberia since the civil 
war, arrived here Monday with a special message from 
President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, who is chairing a five- 
nation ECOWAS committee on Liberia’s stalled peace 
process. 


Sawyer reportedly told Essy that the interim government 
would accept an expanded ECOMOG to include countries 
acceptable to Taylor. 


The ad hoc ECOWAS committee is to hold its second 
mini-summit at the end of the month in Ivory Coast's 
political capital of Yamoussoukro. [passage omitted] 


Further on Sawyer's Comments 


AB2108155291 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 21 Aug 91 


[Text] The interim president, Dr. Amos Sawyer, says he 
will not betray the dignity and security of the country but 
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will do everything possible to ensure that the Liberian 
people are not led once more to another slaughter. Dr. 
Sawyer was speaking in Monrovia on Tuesday [20 August} 
at the Monrovia City Hall where he received a comprehen- 
sive report from the acting coordinator of the Monrovia 
City Corporation [MCC], Mr. Damiel Johnson, who 
returned home last week from Jamaica. the West Indies. 
after attending the World Conference of Mayors in that 
country. 


Dr. Sawyer also assured the Liberian people that while 
abroad in the quest for peace. he will not under any 
circumstances affix his signature to any document that will 
not provide for the total disarmament of combatants or 
that which will raise any suggestion for ECOMOG [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States Cease-Fire 
Monitoring Group] to leave Liberia. The interim president 
also pointed out that the peace process being pursued by 
the interim government Is not peace at any cost but one 
which will ensure security and justice for the entire nation. 
Dr. Sawyer explained that, although several conditions for 
peace have been discussed and agreed upon. the interim 
government was following a systematic approach to all 
these issues which would eventually lead Liberia to free 
and fair elections. 


Touching on the report from Mr. Johnson, Dr. Sawyer 
commended the acting coordinator of the MCC for the 
initiatives he took while abroad and noted that the interim 
government would support the MCC in its drive to main- 
tain the City of Monrovia and its environs. 


Mali 


Toure Holds News Conference on Situation in North 


AB2108113091 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television 
du Mali Radio in French 2000 GMT 19 Aug 91 


[Text] This afternoon the head of state held a news confer- 
ence at the Air Force Base rest center in the presence of the 
national and international press. Topics discussed focused 
on the situation in the north of the country, the transition 
period, various forthcoming elections, and the national 
conference. In his introduction, Lieutenant Colonel 
Amadou Toumani Toure, chairman of the Transitional 
Committee for the Salvation of the People, CTSP. praised 
the role of the press in the awareness effort that led to the 26 
March events and called on the press to meet the require- 
ments of democracy. 


{Begin recording] I would like to call on the press to face 
another challenge. This concerns the learning of democ- 
racy which will not be easy at all. Some people said that 
dictatorship was easy but we have realized that democracy 
is very difficult and its learning process 1s much more 
difficult. Therefore, in conformity with your code of 
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ethics, you can educate. explain. and instruct our people. 
our activists, and even political leaders to enable everyone 
to respect the ideals we have set since 26 March 1991. [end 
recording] 


Toure Receives Libyan Envoy, al-Qadhdhafi Message 


AB2008150091 Bamako Radiodiftusion- Television 
du Mali Radio in French 1500 GMT 19 Aug 91 


{Text} Today Lieutenant Colonel Amani Toumani Toure. 
chairman of the Transitional Committee for the Salvation 
of the People [CTSP] and head of state. received the 
Libyan ambassador to Mali who delivered a message from 
the leader of the Libyan revolution, Colonel al-Qadhdhafi. 


This message was a confirmation of the Libyan Revolution 
leader's invitation to the Malian leader to participate in 
the festivities of the 22d anniversary of the | September 
Revolution. This audience was an opportunity for the 
Libyan ambassador to present to the head of state his 
country’s delegation, led by Dr. Mohammed Said. who ts 
in Our country in connection with the expansion and 
strengthening of bilateral relations. The delegation con- 
veyed to the CTSP chairman the Libyan revolution 
leader's congratulations for the concrete results achieved 
at the national conference. 


The Libyan delegation. which was charged by the head of 
State with thanking Col. al-Qadhdhafi, will hold various 
talks in Our country in order to identify concrete areas of 
fruitful bilateral cooperation. The Libyan ambassador 
spoke to Seydou Kindo after the audience: 


[Begin recording] It 1s a week since the leader of the 
Al-Fatih Revolution sent an invitation to His Excellency 
Amadou Toumani Toure. head of state and CTSP 
chairman, to take part in the inauguration of the artificial 
river in the Great Jamahiriyah which will take place on 28 
August. In order to obtain a reply. I discussed certain 
points with His Excellency who assured me of his partici- 
pation in the activities. 


Second, I have come here because it 1s our common wish to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation. There are issues con- 
cerning the proceedings of our next meeting slated for the 
end of this month and the beginning of September. Also 
there will be a summit of certain African countries in our 
country. I also invited the head of state to that conference 
and I am happy to have the total agreement of His 
Excellency Lt. Col. Amadou Toumani Toure. CTSP 
chairman and head of state of the sister Republic of Mali 
to take part in that conference. It is in this regard that I met 
with His Excellency this morning. I thank him very much. 
Despite his heavy schedule, despite a very busy period, he 
received me this morning. [end recording] 
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